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Presentation of Founders Awards Speech
Greetings and expression of appreciation . . .

Introductory remarks . . .

It's a real honor to present these awards tonight for high achievement in the Founders Award personal incentive program.  Although some of you may not know much about this award program, those of you who have earned a Founders Award know that it represents a lot of effort . . . of volunteering your time.

Tonight we will be recognizing these people who have earned an award this past year.  And what goes on here really strikes at the core of what HFMA is all about.  We refer to the fact that HFMA is a membership-driven organization.  It's the members who are really involved . . . who make the suggestions . . . who determine the direction of HFMA.  In a personal membership association like HFMA, involvement and participation is absolutely vital.

The Founders Award program is a personal incentive program designed to encourage, monitor, and recognize individual involvement in HFMA.  The program provides an equitable way to translate activities into points.  Over time, it will measure member involvement.  In other words, you can look at a collected number of points to determine how active an individual member is in HFMA.  

Some activities which the Founders Award program measures include committee involvement, serving as an officer, presenting a program to the chapter, participating in a panel presentation, writing newsletter articles and mentoring a new member!

The program features four different and sequential levels of awards... the Follmer Bronze Award. . .  the Reeves Silver Award . . . the Muncie Gold Award . . .  and the Founders Medal of Honor.  The  minimum amount of time for earning any of the awards is three years . . . and quite often, it's more like 5 to 10 years.  Therefore, the time it takes to win all four awards takes from 12 to 20 years, often spanning an entire career! 

The __________________________ chapter has a strong record of involvement and achievement in the Founders Award program.  There are currently ________________ Founders Awards recipients in the chapter, representing roughly ______________ percent of our chapter membership.  There are _________________ Follmer Award recipients . . . __________________ Reeves Award recipients . . . and _______________ Muncie Award recipients.  Let me encourage you all to become more active in the ______________________ chapter.  The more you are involved, the more successful we can be.

It's my pleasure to present ______________Follmer Awards, ________________Reeves Awards, ________________ Muncie awards, and _______________ Founders Medal of Honor awards.  I would like to first call the Follmer Award recipients by name and ask that you come to the podium to receive your award and be recognized.  Let me ask you to hold your applause until I have presented the awards.

(Announce names of the award recipients)
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Congratulations to all of you for your active involvement in the chapter over the past years.  Through your dedicated contribution of time and effort, the chapter has advanced and grown.  And it's evident that you've grown professionally and personally through your involvement.  Thank you for your support.

(Note to presenter: individually present the plaques and shake hands with the recipients.  This would be a good time for any picture taking.)  

Let's give them all a round of applause!  

(Applause . . . ask recipients to be seated.)

Now I would like to call all of the Reeves Award recipients by name and ask that you come to the podium to be recognized and accept your award.  Again, let me ask that you hold your applause until I have presented the awards.

(Note to the presenter: if there is only one award recipient, this can be shortened.)

You have already demonstrated your involvement and support of HFMA by earning the Follmer Award several years ago.  Congratulations on your continued and dedicated involvement in earning the Reeves Silver Award.  Several of you have been active in HFMA for ten years or more.  You provide the steady support and participation so necessary for an effective personal membership association.

(Note to presenter: individually present the awards and shake hands with the recipients.) Let's give them all a round of applause!

(Applause . . . ask recipients to be seated.)

Next, I would like to call all of the Muncie Award recipients by name and ask that you come to the podium to be recognized.

(Announce names)

(Note to presenter: if there is only one recipient, this section may be modified somewhat.)

This is the third level of award in the Founders Award series.  It represents a career of active involvement in HFMA.  It represents years of serving on committees and in other areas of leadership . . . years of supporting chapter programs ... of balancing personal and job responsibilities with HFMA involvement. 

(Note to presenter: you may know this person well enough to "warm up" and personalize the script.)  

It is with a great deal of pride that I congratulate you on earning the Muncie Gold Award.

(Individually present the awards and shake hands with recipients.)  

(Applause . . . have the recipients be seated.)
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Finally, I would like to call the recipient(s) of the Founders Medal of Honor to the podium to be recognized.

(Announce Names)

The Founders Medal of Honor is a special award in that it is conferred by action of the Chapter Board of Directors.  The award is not based on the accumulation of points like the first three, but rather on the judgment of the Chapter Board that the individual has been active for at least two of the three years since earning the Muncie. 

(Note to presenter: You may know this person well enough to warm up and personalize the script.)  

It is with a great deal of pleasure that I congratulate you on being awarded the Founders Medal of Honor. 

(Individually present the awards and shake hands with recipient)(s).  

(Applause...have the recipient(s) be seated.)

Thank you very much.

