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Payment Rate Updates
Medicare CY2026 OPPS/ASC Final Rule
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Medicare CY2026 OPPS/ASC Final Rule
IPO List Elimination and ASC Expansion



CY 2021 OPPS/ASC — IPO Removals & 
Two-Midnight Medical-Review Exemption

• What CMS finalized (Dec. 2, 2020):
– Eliminated the IPO list over time and created a medical-review exemption 

for services removed beginning Jan 1, 2021.

– Exempt from: site-of-service claim denials; BFCC-QIO referrals to RACs 
for persistent two-midnight noncompliance; RAC “patient status” reviews.

– Duration: until CMS determines the service is more commonly performed 
in the outpatient setting.

• Where it’s codified (42 CFR §412.3(d)(2)):
– Applies to services removed from the IPO list on/after Jan 1, 2021; 

exemption lasts until the Secretary determines the service is more 
commonly outpatient.

• Preamble language (CMS-1736-FC):
– Final rule explains the exemption scope: site-of-service denials, 

BFCC-QIO referrals to RACs, and RAC “patient status” reviews.Source: CY 2021 OPPS/ASC Final Rule (CMS-1736-FC) and 42 CFR §412.3(d)(2)



Direct links (for reference):
– CMS Fact Sheet (Dec. 2, 2020): https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-

sheets/cy-2021-medicare-hospital-outpatient-prospective-payment-system-
and-ambulatory-surgical-center-0

– Final Rule PDF (CMS-1736-FC): https://www.cms.gov/files/document/12220-
opps-final-rule-cms-1736-fc.pdf

– eCFR — 42 CFR §412.3(d)(2): https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-42/chapter-
IV/subchapter-B/part-412/subpart-A/section-412.3

– Two-Midnight Rule Standards (CMS): 
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/two-midnight-rule-standards-
admission.pdf

Source: CY 2021 OPPS/ASC Final Rule (CMS-1736-FC) and 42 CFR §412.3(d)(2)
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Medicare CY2026 OPPS/ASC Final Rule
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Medicare CY2026 OPPS/ASC Final Rule  
APC payment changes
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Medicare CY2026 OPPS/ASC Final Rule
Site-Neutral Payment Expansion
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Skin Substitute Payment Policy

Medicare CY2026 OPPS/ASC Final Rule
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Medicare CY2026 OPPS/ASC Final Rule
Federal Price Transparency Updates
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Medicare CY2026 OPPS/ASC Final Rule
Federal Price Transparency Updates
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Payer Transparency TiC File Proposal (2026-2027)
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Proposed Advanced Explanation of Benefits 
(AEOB) Workflow Process
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Medicare Final Physician Fee Schedule 
for Calendar Year 2026
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340B Rebate Model Pilot Legal & Policy Timeline
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MA Program Contract Year 2027 Proposed Updates
Key Provisions & Provider Implications 
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Medicare Innovation Models January 2026

WISeR Model Provider and Supplier Operational Guide 3.0
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One Big Beautiful Bill Act Impacts in 2026



OBBBA Strategic Considerations for Hospital Finance



Upcoming Events

Premier events for healthcare finance professionals to network with top leaders, 
gain valuable insights, and take actionable strategies back to your team.

Explore Events >

March 18-20, 2026
Dallas, TX

June 7-10, 2026
National Harbor, MD

April 26-28, 2026
Austin, TX




